j4                                LIFE OF

Stuart Mill to reconsider and transform the  political
speculations of his father.

The external events of James Mill's life can be readily
summarised.    Born in 1773, at Northwater Bridge, in
the parish of Logie Pert, county of Forfar or Angus, he
was first educated in Montrose Academy, and formed a
valuable and life-long acquaintance with Sir John Stuart,
of Fettercairn, who eventually gave a name to his eldest
son, John Stuart Mill.   In 1790 he went to the University
of Edinburgh, at the age of seventeen and a half years,
and eight years afterwards was licensed as a preacher.   It
was in 1802 that he, as is not unusual with Scotchmen,
turned his back on his native country, and, in the com-
pany of Sir John Stuart, entered London.    His London
life may be divided into three periods.    The period of
struggle lasts from 1802 to 1819, when he gained an
appointment at the India House.   From 1819 to 1829
is the time of his greatest and most successful literary
activity, the culmination of his career   having   been
reached in 1830.    From that time to his death, in 1836,
is the period of comparative affluence, when he was not
only enjoying the fame of his intellectual work, but had
also been made Head Examiner in the India House.
But the same period is also one of decreasing energy,
due to the gradual decay of his physical powers; and
his death, at the early age of sixty-three, was in large
measure caused by the increasing demands which a life
of laborious industry had made on his constitution.

The inner life is more important, and requires a longer
notice. We have seen that he was originally trained for
the ministry, and that he was actually licensed as a
preacher. It is not quite dear when he first adopted